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• , : f ® Laos — United Stales intelligence operations 
include the sending of armed Loatian reconnaissance teams into 
China from northern Laos. 

nr- arc : or ted to have gone as far as 200 miles imo 

China, dispatched from a secret, CIA outpost 15 minutes* flvin* 
um,e north of the Laotian opium center of Jlouei Sai 

; According to sources close to; 7 ~r N . ... . 

the Central Intelligence Agency j. Al ^ encails nl Lieu. h°v>] 
and confirmed by western diplo-l ^ v ' e *’j. ,n chidmg CIA and military 
hiafi:: MureesVn Vientiane, the!* 1 }' 0 . P° rsonno] - Source * 5 

CIA .mding tHit hilt tribesmen!, to [h ' 3 CIA rcpor[ 
armed -with American weapons .1 l^ er * ias increased recently from 
a three-pound radio with a range! K to more than 10. 
f ,; 10 r ! " 3iies equipment lojj In addition to activities inside 

0» mm u™ «sas 

h i ! l.vpc., also help direct a joint opera- 

L tlon of “ SGU ” (Special Guo r- 
Lltin ’ , a tcam in : r!,!a and the Thai armv 

ctose to tho C t " te SOt ' rcf ^ at Lom south of Ilouei Sai 

f fr , ™ C A - ii °“ «>e Lao-Thai border. 

VA LLW AHiSTIiri’i ; They also run intelligence 

staging area for the. operation i gathering missions, on a road 
is a small, Limtain-valJey dr-;: being built by the Chinese gov- 
stnp called Nam Lien (also eminent (under an agreement 

Known as Nam Yu). The strip,! readied with the new defunct 
which one Air America pilot! coalition government of Laos) in 
describes as ‘‘difficult as hell to! 1 the sa nie vicinity. 

Until mid-ffepf-snibor of last 
year, the Nam Lieu operation 
Was headed by a tough-and-tum- 
ole veteran guerrilla organizer 
named Anthony (Tony) Poe. 
Poe is a legendary figure in 
Laos known best for his dislike 
of journalists, disregard for or- 
ders and radio codes, capacity i 
Jior Lao whisky and expertise 
at clandestine guerrilla opera- 
tions. 


describes as “difficult aslicll To 
get into,” is surrounded by 
mountains. 

It is serviced by both Air 
America and Continental Air 
Service and is also a way-sta- 
tion for opium traders from 
norther Laos and Burma enroutc 
to drug factories at Ilouei Sai. 

. During 196a, five Chinese June-! 
tionawcs caught up in the purg-’ 
es of the cultural revolution do/ 
icc ted to a Nam Lieu reconnais-j 
sancc team. They were treated! 
vyell by the Americans for a' 
time but eventually were turned 
over to the Royal Laotian gov- 
ernment. 

According to sources close to 
the CIA, the five were thrown i 
into a 12-by-12-by-32 foot pit ox-j 
posed to the elements. They' 
were eventually executed. 

Like most CIA operations in 
Laos, the one out of Nam Licu ! 


. Poe was removed almost im- 
mediately after an article last 
September by Dispatch News 
Service International on the 
Nam Lieu operations, ostensibly 
because the article “blew his 
cover/’ 

According to sources dose to' 
the CIA, however, this reason 
was an excuse used by the 
American Embassy here to get 
rid of Poe, whose dashing style 
has been a vsource of long-term 


eluding Ambassador MeMurtrie 
Godley. 

j The September story was re-, 
pertedly a major concern of 
CIA Director Richard Helms 
when he visited Laos in the fall. 
Helms was upset that there 
might be a leak within the CIA. 
in Laos, sources close to the] 
Cl A report ’ ’ 

Whether by design or coinci- 
dence, Vince Shields, in charge 
of CIA operation at Long Cheng 
on the edge of the Plain of Jars 
North of Vientiane, and Patrick 
Devlin, station chief for the 
CIA in Vientiane, have both 
been transferred. 

As for the missions into China, 
hovever, sources close to the 
I CIA and western diplomatic 
sources both report that to their 
knowledge they continue. 

Since leaving Nam Lieu, Poe, 
has spent most of his time 'at; 
Udorn Air Base, although one; 
source reports Poe continues j 
to do “odd jobs” on the Thai-* 
Cambodian border. Those who 
know him say he is unhappy- 
away from Nam Lieu. 

Poc is an ex-marine noncom- 
missioned officer, wounded at 
! Iwo Jima, who remained in Asia 
after World War II. In the 1950s 
be helped organize CIA-trained 
Tibetan insurgents, escorting 
them to Colorado for training 
and going back with them into : 
Tibet. 

Later he worked in the Thai-! 
Cambodian border area with the; 
Khmer S e r a i , anti-Sihanouk 
guerrillas receiving assistance 1 
from the CIA, and other parts 
of Thailand. lie has been in and 
out of Laos since before the 
Geneva accords of 1962 and was. 
one of the . first Americans in- 
volved in arming and training 
(paramilitary groups in Laos/ 
j Poe is considered stubborn 
;and brusque, sometimes going 
(into fits of anger over the radio, 
jhis lifeline with the outside 
world. He is s^id to prefer work- 
ing with hill tribes to working 
with Americans and looks down 
on most American operations 
because of their heavy reliance 
'on American personnel. 


r y. } ^ UUL ui (Nani JLUClr 1 C 1 at,rjc 

is directed from a headquarters j , ! s . eil a source of long-term 
at Udorn Air Base in northeast-! * ricfcio . n with members of the 
ern i hail and. There are scvenl Ameiican mission in Laos, in* 
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